

ALVAH AND FORGLEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING
FORGLEN HALL: TUESDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2015
MINUTES
Website:www.alvahforglencc.wordpress.com

1.    Present
Rosie Dewhurst (Chairman) 	Helen Bayne		Carol Rewston
Jim Bayne (Secretary)		Phil Duffield		Mike Dewhurst (Treasurer)	
Barbara Foad (Vice Chairman)	Julie Drummond  	John Burns
Rhoda Burns                                Liz Jones                     Doug Hill

In Attendance: Cllr. Michael Roy (Aberdeenshire Council), Helen Anderson, Melanie Fraser, Rachel MacKenzie and Emma Dow (All Forglen), Nicola Priseporter (Turriff Advertiser)

2. Apologies
    Apologies were received from Philip Foad, Caroline Jones and Cllr Cox.

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 28 July were accepted as a true record.

4. Actions Arising
4.1 Précis of history of Alvah and Forglen.  Liz Jones had completed and the Secretary had circulated to all. The Chairman thanked Liz for an excellent piece of work.
4.2. History of Alvah and Forglen.  Ongoing Action with Liz Jones.
4.3. Noisy Wind Turbine. The Chairman had written to the Environmental Health Department.  The affected residents have been asked by the department to keep a log of the noise.
4.4. Finalise Arrangements for Speaker.  The talk would be at Alvah Hall on 6 October starting 18:00 hours. The Banffshire Journal had published an article on the event. It had also been advertised in the local schools and libraries.
4.5. Investigate Waterside Road Concerns. The Secretary had written to the council asking it to consider additional passing places.

5. Community Police.
5.1. The Police were unable to attend due to prior commitments. 
5.2. The Vice Chairman reported that there had been another two accidents at the road bridge past junction of B9025/B9121going towards Aberchirder.
5.3. The secretary agreed to inform the police. [Secretary’s Note: Police informed on 30 September]

6. Community Action Plan
[bookmark: _GoBack]6.1. The Chairman reported that there had been an unavoidable delay in producing the CAP, but the Secretary had circulated the first draft to all community councillors on Monday 28 September. Although it was unlikely that all councillors had had time to read the document she would welcome any comments from those who had.
6.2. There was a general view that the turbine section in the CAP should also have been in the Action Section. There was also a general view that the support for “Derelict Buildings” did not merit it to be ranked top priority, and that Broadband should have been given greater priority.
6.3. The Chairman asked that all other comments should be sent to the Secretary, copied to all members and Robin Maddock by Friday 2 October. The Secretary would email the councillors Robin’s email address. [Secretary’s Note: address emailed on 30 September]
6.4 The Secretary thanked Doug Hill for providing the excellent photographs for the CAP.
7. Aberdeenshire Special Landscapes
7.1 Doug Hill reported that Aberdeenshire Council was seeking public opinion on landscapes for designation as Special Landscape Areas (SLA). These will replace the old Area of Landscape Significance (ALS) designation which the Deveron Valley had in the past. 
7.2 It was important that the area be recognised as special as this would limit the amount of inappropriate building which could take place in the area.
7.3 It was agreed that the committee should respond individually and collectively.
7.4 The address to make your comments is:www.surveymonkey.com/r/93GRCLS. The deadline is 30 October.
8. Community Empowerment Bill
The Secretary reported that he had arranged for Ian Rogan to give a short presentation but he had not turned up. [Secretary’s Note: Ian subsequently apologised for a diary mix up] 

9. Proposed Boundary Changes
9.1. The Secretary had circulated details of the Boundary Commission proposal to move Alvah and Forglen from the Banff ward into the Troup ward. 
9.2. The Secretary explained that the proposal was based on achieving close parity with the average councillor/constituent ratio across Scotland.
9.3. Following discussion it was agreed unanimously that the proposal was not in Alvah and Forglen’s best interest and that the Community Council should advise the Boundary Commission accordingly.
9.4. The Secretary agreed to circulate a draft response from the Community Council for comment by Monday 5 October. [Secretary’s Note: Draft circulated on 30 September and response sent to Boundary Commission on 5 October].
9.5. Individuals should also comment via the Boundary Commission website (www.consultation.lgbc-scotland.gov.uk). Closing date for comment is 22 October.

10. Dates of 2016 Meetings
10.1. It was agreed that the meetings would be held on last Tuesday of each month with the exception of August when there would not be a meeting.
10.2. The Secretary and Treasurer would liaise to consider the best date for the AGM to match the funding year.

11. Any Other Business

(i)   History of Schools in Banffshire.
The Chairman asked that all volunteers be at the hall before 18:00 hours on 6 October in order to set up the hall and also to prepare the refreshments.
(ii)  Roads
(a) The Secretary reported that he had advised the council of hedges that needed cutting back on the road from Mill of Alvah to Clayfolds: that grass was growing through the new surface on the road from Kemplemyres to Bagrae: that there were bad pot holes, probably caused by poor drainage at the bridge at Newton of Mountblairy.
(b) The Secretary agreed to inform the council of safety concerns regarding the Whitehills turn-off from the Turriff road and also of mud on the road past Kemplemyres which had caused a cyclist to come of his cycle.  [Secretary’s Note: mud on road now washed off by recent rain.]
(iii) Kirktown of Alvah Church
The Chairman reported that the architect had advised her that a suitable position for a septic tank had been agreed with the council and that the owner would now pursue the conversion of the church.
(iv) Mother and Toddlers Group
(a) Emma Dow reported that young mothers would like to start up a mother and toddlers group at either Forglen or Alvah Hall, and wished the assistance of the Community Council.
(b) The Secretary agreed to speak to the Area Manager’s office to find the best way forward. [Secretary’s Note: Secretary had passed details to the young mothers on 2 October]
(v)  Julie Drummond
The Chairman thanked Julie for her hard work and enthusiasm during her term as a community councillor and wished her well on her move back into Aberdeen.
(vi) Grant for Flower Tubs
Councillor Roy reported that the Area Committee had that day approved the grant for a further 8 flower tubs.

12. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held at Alvah Parish Hall at 18:00 hours on 27 October 2015.

Annex - list of actions


J  Bayne
Secretary
Email: secretary.alvahforglencc@gmail.com



ANNEX

ACTIONS 

	
	OWNER
	COMPLETION

	Prepare history of Alvah and Forglen
	Liz Jones
	Ongoing

	Advise police of further accidents at little bridge
	Secretary
	30 September 2015

	Send comments on Community Action Plan to the Secretary.
	All
	2 October 2015

	Comment on Aberdeenshire Special Landscapes.
	All
	30 October 2015

	Comment on proposed boundary change.
	All
	22 October 2015

	Prepare CC report on proposed boundary change.
	Secretary
	5 October 2015


	Date of AGM
	Secretary/Treasurer
	27 October 2015

	
	
	



