[bookmark: _GoBack]ALVAH AND FORGLEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING
FORGLEN HALL: TUESDAY 31 MAY 2016
MINUTES
Website:www.alvahforglencc.wordpress.com

1.    Present
Christina Roebuck (Acting Chairman)	Doug Hill	Caroline Jones
Jim Bayne (Secretary)			Phil Duffield	Emma Dow	
Mike Dewhurst (Treasurer)		Liz Jones
John Burns 		 		Rhoda Burns     
Barbara Foad				Carol Rewston                                         
In Attendance: Cllr. Michael Roy (Aberdeenshire Council), Cllr. John Cox (Aberdeenshire Council), Andrew Webster (Forglen Hall), Carol Allan (Tesco Community Champion) and constables Graham Smith and Stuart Hutchison (for item 5 only).
2. Apologies
    Apologies were received from Philip Foad and Helen Bayne.

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 26 April were accepted as a true record.
4. Matters Arising
(a) History of Alvah and Forglen. Ongoing action with Liz Jones.
(b) Contact Walk Organiser.  Rhoda had met the organizer and would meet again to discuss walks in Forglen.
(c) Contact Ambulance Service and Police regarding the incident on B9025 close to Forglen Hall  Secretary reported that the agreed letter had been sent to the Ambulance Service and a reply received asking Hazel Ewen to sign an authorisation. [Secretary’s Note: Authorisation signed and returned to ambulance service]
(d)  Draft response to Alvah Church Application.  Draft circulated to the committee and subsequently sent to planner.
(e) Contact Alvah Hall Committee regarding defibrillator.  Alvah Hall Committee agreed to have defibrillator erected at hall.
(f) Noisy Turbine. Report had been completed by Environmental Health but not yet approved.
(g) Draft advertisement for newspapers.  Ongoing action with Secretary.
5. Community Police.
a. Constables Graham Smith and Stuart Hutchison reported that:
(i) The best way to contact the Banff station was through the email on the monthly report sent to the Community Council.
(ii) The staff levels at Banff are about the same level as they have been over the past few years. Staffing levels are just adequate. The public perception of fewer police was due to the police being allocated specific roles.
(iii) Banff was manned 24 hours, but if busy a response might come from another area.
(iv) Response times in Alvah and Forglen could be expected to be slower than in towns due to the spread of the area.
(b) The Chairman thanked the police officers for attending the meeting and for the work they did for the community.

6. Floral Displays and Public Amenity Areas 
(a) Carol reported that she had all the summer flowers and that the tubs will all be replanted by the end of June.
(b) Rhoda reported that there was a spare flower tub if anyone could identify a home.

7. Defibrillators.
Secretary reported that 2 defibrillators had been ordered but there had been a problem in making the payment to the supplier. The problem was possibly due to the supplier’s bank being in Eire, but the problem should be solved soon and the defibrillators delivered.

8. Area Initiative Fund.
Secretary advised that:
(a) Funds had been secured from Muirden for the new Kitchen at Forglen Hall.
(b) The Forglen Hall Committee had applied to the Area Initiative fund for funding for a new toilet.
(c) The Community Council had applied to the fund for funding for new tables and chairs for Alvah Hall. 

9. Planning.
Beechwood APP/2013/2779
(a) John Burns presented as follows:
(i) Almost everybody around Bogton would be putting in an objection. There was a number of new households and a number of people who were unaware of the application the last time it was proposed.
(ii) The proposed site was in an area that the Landscape Capacity study had advised was unsuitable for wind turbines greater than 15 metres high. The proposed turbines was 45.5 metres high.
(iii) Due to its height and its position the turbine would dominate that part of the Deveron Valley.
(iv) The turbine would dominate Bogton and its overbearing visual impact on nearby houses would result in a significant loss of amenity to residents. 
(v) The photo montages provided by the applicant were of very poor quality.
(vi) The viewpoints chosen minimised the actual adverse impact on Bogton. A viewpoint from Bogton would give a fairer impression of the overbearance of the turbine. 
(b)  Doug Hill reported that the photomontages were not to current SNH standards.
(c) The Secretary advised that the applicant’s submission reported that a number of protected   raptors nested and hunted in the area. 
(d) It was unanimously agreed that the Community Council should object to the application and that the Secretary should draft a response for Committee approval. [Secretary’s Note: Response sent to planner on 4 June.]

10. Chairman for the Next Meeting
(a) John Burns proposed and Carol Rewston seconded that Christina Roebuck should be the permanent Chairman.
(b) The motion was unanimously carried.

11. Any Other Business
 (a) BLS Training. 
Secretary reported that the next course would be held on 15 June at Forglen Hall commencing 18:00 hours. The course was fully subscribed but if there was sufficient demand another course could be arranged.
(b) Rural Broadband.
(i) Secretary had circulated comments from Digital Scotland and Aberdeenshire Council.
(ii) Secretary advised that from the responses he had no confidence that Digital Scotland had any intention of introducing fibre broadband to Alvah and Forglen.
(iii) Secretary advised that the Community Council would have to elicit the help of the North East MSPs as there clearly needed to be significant political pressure on Digital Scotland and BT.
(iv) Cllr. Roy thought that there was also a case to be made to the Westminster Parliament.
(v) Secretary was waiting dates from Digital Scotland to present to the Alvah and Forglen community [Secretary’s Note: date proposed by Digital Scotland – 25 July].
 
12. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held at Alvah Parish Hall at 18:00 hours on 28 June 2016.



Annex - list of actions


J  Bayne
Secretary
Email: secretary.alvahforglencc@gmail.com

ANNEX

ACTIONS 

	
	OWNER
	COMPLETION

	Prepare history of Alvah and Forglen
	Liz Jones
	Ongoing

	Contact Walk Organiser
	Rhoda Burns
	Ongoing

	Draft objection to Beechwood and send agreed document to planner. 
	Secretary
	4 June

	Draft advertisement for newspapers.
	Secretary
	28 June
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