ALVAH AND FORGLEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING
[bookmark: _GoBack]ALVAH PARISH HALL: TUESDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2016
MINUTES
Website:www.alvahforglencc.wordpress.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlvahForglenCC/

1.    Present
Christina Roebuck (Chairman)		Helen Bayne		Liz Jones
Jim Bayne (Secretary)			Phil Duffield		Barbara Foad (Vice Chairman)
Mike Dewhurst (Treasurer)		John Burns
Rhoda Burns				Carol Rewston
In Attendance: Cllr. Michael Roy (Aberdeenshire Council), Cllr. John Cox (Aberdeenshire Council), Cllr. Iain Taylor (Aberdeenshire Council) Kirsty Brown (Turriff Advertiser), Andrew Webster (Forglen Hall), Lex Allison and Cllr.Mark Findlater/Ishbel Addison/Kenny Addison (for Item 10 only) 
2. Apologies
    Apologies were received from Caroline Jones, Emma Dow, Philip Foad and Doug Hill.

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 25 October were accepted as a true record.
4. Matters Arising
(a) History of Alvah and Forglen. Ongoing action with Liz Jones.
 (b) Accident at Bridge. Ongoing action with Emma Dowd.
5. Community Police.
The Police were unable to attend due to prior commitments. 

6. Floral Displays and Public Amenity Areas 
(a) Carol reported that 5000 of the 5500 daffodils had now been planted, and that she was about to start planting the tubs with the Spring flowers.
(b) Members and local councilors were invited to join in the planting of the final 500 bulbs at Kirktown of Alvah. [Secretary’s Note: Chairman, Secretary, Helen and Cllr. Taylor joined Carol on November 30 when the remaining bulbs were planted.]

7. Defibrillators.
(a) Secretary advised that a very successful training session had been held at Forglen Hall following the last meeting.
(b) A second session would be held in February on a date to be agreed with Scottish Ambulance.

8. Rural Broadband
(a) The Secretary explained that the questionnaires had been delivered and that he had received 80 returns.
 (b) When the data had been analysed and a report completed, another community meeting would be held to present the findings and decide on the way forward. Toby Sandison from CBS had suggested that February would be about the right time to report back to the community.
(c) The Secretary reported that the initial analysis showed the following:
· There was a 30% return rate to the questionnaire. (64 households and 20 businesses).
· Every respondent wanted an improved broadband service.
· Only 2 households  had a download speed of over 5Mbps.
·  The average speed of household broadband was  1.89Mbps.
· The average speed of Business broadband was 1.43Mbps.
· Only 1 business achieved more than 5Mbps (that by expensive satellite).
· 30% of household responders would work from home if they had adequate broadband

(d) The Secretary reported that these figures compared very badly with the rest of the UK: 
· 96% of premises in the UK have access to speeds of more than 10Mbps.
· 90% of premises have access to superfast broadband.
· The average speed of superfast broadband is 63 Mbps.
· By the end of the current Parliament, the UK Government intends to introduce a Universal Service Obligation to ensure that all premises can receive a minimum of 10Mbps.
(e) The Secretary reported that the Community Council submission to the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee had been sent to the committee. It was agreed that the Secretary should send a copy of the submission to the local councilors and to Jim Gifford in Aberdeenshire Council. [Secretary’s Note: Submission sent. The submission was also covered by the P & J with supporting comments from Peter Chapman MSP]

9. Planning

(a) Eco camp at Bogton –APP/2016/2260
(i) The Area Committee had voted to conduct a site visit on December 6 commencing 09:00 hours.           A decision on the application would then be made at the next Area Committee on December 13. [Secretary’s Note: The Area Committee rejected the application on the grounds that the access road was unsuitable.]
(ii) The Secretary reported that he had written to the Area Manager regarding the lack of communication between the Planning Department and the Community Council. The Community Council had not been informed formally of the application or of the date that the application was to be considered by the Area Committee.
(iii) The Secretary advised that he was concerned by the very short period allowed for the Community Council to respond to applications. He thought that the Community Council should have the same length of time as the general public.
(iv) It was agreed that the Secretary should inform Aberdeenshire Council (Robert Gray) of his concerns. [Secretary’s Note: Council informed on December 12]

(b) APP/2016/3036 – Hillhead of Carnousie.
As no local residents had raised any issues it was agreed that the Community Council would not comment on the application.
 

(c) Beechwood Wind Turbine
The Beechwood application planning approval had been revoked and would be considered afresh by the Infrastructure Services Committee on December 1. [Secretary’s Note: The ISC decided to have a site visit without hearing any evidence from the planner, applicant or objectors.)
10. Forglen Cemetery.
(a) Cllr. Findlater reported that the gravestone of Piper Findlater VC in Forglen Cemetery needed refurbishment. He and the Gordon Highlanders had investigated funding avenues. It was his intention to raise the profile of the grave and hopefully increase tourism in the area.
(b) The Community Council was supportive of Cllr. Findlater’s plans and would put details of Piper Findlater and his grave on its website.
(c) Cllr. Findlater agreed to send the Secretary a potted history of Piper Findlater. 

11. Any Other Business
(a) Deuchries Wind Farm.
Mike and Barbara had attended a meeting of the Aberchirder Community Association. It was agreed that Aberchirder Community Association and Alvah and Forglen Community Council would jointly administer the Deuchries community fund. It was unlikely that the wind farm would be operational before 2020.
(b) Christmas Carols
There would be Christmas Carols at Forglen Hall on Sunday, December 18, commencing 18:00 hours. Refreshments would be provided. All are welcome.
12.  Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held at Forglen Hall at 18:00 hours on 27 December 2016.

Annex - list of actions



J  Bayne
Secretary
Email: secretary.alvahforgle

ANNEX

ACTIONS 

	
	OWNER
	COMPLETION

	Prepare history of Alvah and Forglen
	Liz Jones
	Ongoing

	Contact friend regarding accidents at bridge
	Emma Dowd
	27 December

	Contact Aberdeenshire Council regarding time available to comment on applications.
	Secretary
	27 December

	Send Secretary synopsis of Piper Findlater award.
	Cllr. Findlater
	27 December
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