ALVAH AND FORGLEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING
ALVAH PARISH HALL: TUESDAY 31 OCTOBER 2017
MINUTES
Website:www.alvahforglencc.wordpress.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlvahForglenCC/
[bookmark: _GoBack]1. Present. 
       Christina Roebuck (Chairman)			Doug Hill 		Caroline Jones                                      
Barbara Foad (Vice Chairman) (minutes)    	Liz Jones            	Carol Rewston
Phil Duffield		                          	Jacky Player         	Rhoda Burns
Mike Dewhurst (Treasurer)		   	John Burns
				   		
In Attendance: Cllr. John Cox (Aberdeenshire Council), Andrew Webster (Forglen Hall), Stewart Adams. 

2. Apologies
    Apologies were received from, Jim Bayne, Helen Bayne, Cllr Roy, Cllr. Reynolds and Philip Foad.

3. Pre- Meeting presentation by Piers BlaxterPlanning Policy Team Leader.
(a) Piers explained the process of developing the Local Development Plan, and that the process for LDP 2021 had now started. He explained that it was important that the community councils contribute fully throughout the process.
(b)There was a wide ranging discussion on inter alia Areas of Landscape Significance, Wind Turbines, housing in the countryside, rural broadband, and footpaths.
(c) Piers agreed to send his notes of the meeting to the Secretary. [Secretary’s Note: Piers’ note attached at Annex B.]
(d) It was agreed that the secretary should request Aberdeenshire Council to update its maps to show the true number of wind turbines in the area.

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting
   The minutes of the previous meeting held on 26 September were accepted as a true record.
5. Matters Arising
(a) History of Alvah and Forglen. Ongoing action with Liz Jones.
 (b) Shooting Party. Forglen Hall secretary reported a booking on 28 November.
(c) Forward details of Digital Open Day to AFCC. Secretary had reported that the Digital open day would be on 18 November at Macduff Primary School between 10:30 and 16:00 hours.
6. Community Police.
The Police were unable to attend due to prior commitments. 

7. Rural Broadband
The Scottish Government had yet to report the outcome of its consultation on R100.
8. Planning

(a) Campsite–APP/2016/2260 – Appeal
There should be a decision before the end of October 2017. [Secretary’s Note:The reporter refused the appeal.] 
(b) Silverstripe – APP/2017/2511– retrospective planning approval for 2 agricultural storage buildings.
Barbara Foad Proposed and John Burns Seconded the motion that AFCC should submit the following observations to the Planning Department:
1. Residents state that to their knowledge there is not and has never been evidence of agricultural activites at this address by the applicants.
2. It is understood by residents that these buildings are to be used for Equine Therapy .
3. Residents are concerned that the metal clad shed is sited immediately beneath high voltage power lines. 
The motion was carried by 9 votes in favour and 2 abstentions.
[Secretary’s Note: Observations submitted to planning department on 16 November.]

9. Scheme of Establishment.
(a) Aberdeenshire council had Approved the Scheme. However, the Area Manager had granted  a concession submitted by AFCC that the maximum number of councillors on AFCC should be 17. 
(b) Secretary would draft a new AFCC constitution to reflect the Scheme of Establishment.

10. Any Other Business
Cllr. Cox reported that the Area Manager, Margaret Jane Cardno had taken up a new post and that Karen Wiles would act as Area Manager until a replacement was selected.

11.  Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held at Forglen Hall at 19.00 hours on 28 November 2017.



Annex A - list of actions
Annex B – notes of LDP presentation



Barbara Foad
Acting Secretary
Email: secretary.alvahforglencc@gmail.com

ANNEX A

ACTIONS 

	
	OWNER
	COMPLETION

	Prepare history of Alvah and Forglen
	Liz Jones
	Ongoing

	Report AFCC observations on APP/2017/2511
	Secretary
	November

	Prepare draft constitution.
	Secretary
	December

	
	
	

	
	
	





ANNEX B

Alvah and Forglen Community Council
Local Development Plan 2021: Main Issues Report pre-consultation.
31 October 2017
Introduction
Piers Blaxter was invited by the chair to lead the discussion on the Local Development Plan, and he commenced by giving a brief run-down of the process that was to be followed to deliver the 2021 Plan, with the caveat that changes to the planning system being promoted by the Scottish Government were likely to result in changes to the programme set out. He proceeded to use the Community Action Plan 2015 as a focus for further discussion.
Wind energy developments
Mr. Blaxter expressed surprise at the depth of feeling expressed in the Community Action Plan against wind turbines erected in the area. He was advised that the impact of turbines was felt to be too much for this rural area and that, when compared to other areas, this is a matter of judgement by the community.  Disquiet was raised regarding the lack of cross border referencing of turbines in Moray Council which were very close to the Aberdeenshire boundary.
Landscape
The new Special Landscape Designation identified in the Local Development Plan was raised and Mr. Blaxter explained that this was of equal weight to all other parts of the development plan, but that landscape is a subjective topics and the policy has been written to reflect the main elements of landscape that require to be protected: It is not a fully protective policy. The Community Council responded that the boundaries were thought to be in generally the right areas, were given added value by being related to specific features such as walls and fences, and the designation was a worthy to keep due to the greater weight put on landscape issues by third parties. It was noted that Reporters had made significant use of the designation in planning appeals, for example.
Derelict Buildings
It was not thought that there were a wide range of derelict buildings in the area that needed attention, apart from some previously public buildings (or buildings used for public purposes) and a small number of derelict steadings. No particular policy response to these issues was required.
Rural Development
Considerable discussion regarding the policies concerning rural development followed with consensus that the design of some rural housing is suburban in character and does not fit in with the rural nature of the environment. Mr. Blaxter stressed the importance of “layout, siting and design” in whether rural development should be permitted without changing the overall character of the area. The Community Council agreed that there was scope for more rural housing, but this had to be appropriate to the area and of an appropriate size.
Some concern was voiced regarding the enabling development proposed to retain Carnousie Steading. The nature of this development was questioned.
They observed that frequently houses in rural areas was not coming forward for construction, or if completed remained empty for long periods of time. This led to concerns that landowners were speculation on the development of housing plots. Again issues of suburbanisation of the countryside were raised. There seemed to be no benefit to the community from this speculation in housing development. 
Mr. Blaxter suggested that this may be a way for low cost housing to be provided in rural areas but this was emphatically dismissed by the Community Council, who gave examples of very large houses, unaffordable to low incomes in the area, being provided as a mean of profiting from the ownership of land. Affordable housing supply remains an issue.
Tourist uses in large derelict buildings (rather than flats for sale such as at Carnousie) was discussed but it was felt there was no real market for such houses. 
Access and Footpaths
The desirability of new footpath links was discussed, and the desirability of erecting sign posts for these. Mr. Blaxter explained that Aberdeenshire Council may not be in a position to assist with this process, but that it could be identified in the Plan as a priority issue to allow the community to take direct action to negotiate and fund the necessary infrastructure.
Problems with the Deveron Bridge were reiterated, with a desire for traffic lights in this location, but Mr. Blaxter explained that this, and other issues associated with road design and safety issues were not strictly part of the Local Development Plan, but would be drawn to the attention of the Roads Authority.

Mr. Blaxter concluded by setting out the programme for the delivery of the Main Issues Report and the draft Proposed Local Development Plan by November 2018.
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