

ALVAH AND FORGLEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING
ALVAH PARISH HALL: TUESDAY 25 JUNE 2019
MINUTES
Website:www.alvahforglencc.wordpress.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlvahForglenCC/



1. Present. 

Barbara Foad (Chairman)		Rhoda Burns 		John Burns
Stewart Adams (Vice Chairman)		Caroline Jones 	Helen Bayne
Jim Bayne (Secretary)			Carol Rewston		Phil Duffield
Mike Dewhurst (Treasurer)		Liz Jones		
Doug Hill					Christina Roebuck
				                        
In Attendance:  Cllr. Michael Roy (Aberdeenshire Council), Andrew Webster (Forglen Hall), Ed James, Jemima Chillingworth, Amy Davenport, Craig Milroy (Mowel), Colette Flynn (Siemens), Kevin Gray (VolkerInfra), Alan Galbraith (Mowel)
					
2. Apologies
    Apologies were received from Jacky Player and Cllr. John Cox (Aberdeenshire Council).

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 28 May were accepted as a true record. 

4. Matters Arising
(a) History of Alvah and Forglen.   Ongoing action with Liz Jones.
(b) Identify potential river projects.  Ongoing action with Stewart Adams.
(c) Speak to Leader of Aberdeenshire Council. Cllr. Roy reported that the leader of the council was very sympathetic to the widespread concern about poor broadband in Alvah and Forglen.
(d) Banffshire Field Club. Liz Jones reported that the reception had gone very well but unfortunately the internet had let them down and some invitations did not reach the intended recipients. Details of the club could be found at: www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk

5. Community Police.
The Police were unable to attend due to prior commitments.
6. Moray Offshore Windfarm
(a) Mowel reported that:
· It had developed a replanting scheme to replace the trees felled. The scheme would comply with Forestry standards. 
· The scheme was developed with the assistance of an independent specialist.
· There had been dialogue with the farmer to agree the scheme.
· It was intended that the trees would be planted in April next year.
· It was hoped that the scheme would be finalised and available to AFCC for the 30 July meeting. The independent specialist would attend that meeting.
· AFCC would be asked to agree the scheme before it was formally submitted to the Aberdeenshire planning department.
(b) The Chairman expressed concern that planting was planned for April as bare rooted trees thrive better when planted in the winter.
(c) The Secretary thanked the company for its response to the AFCC concerns.

7. Floral Displays and Public Amenity Areas.  
Carol reported that all 26 tubs had been planted out.

8. Rural Broadband
(a) The Secretary reported that:
· He had expected a full report from DSSB before the June meeting, but it had yet again been postponed. A meeting would be arranged for July.
· The R100 programme had been delayed and contracts were now expected to be placed early in the New Year.
· The UK Government has schemes in place for areas such as Alvah and Forglen but would not get involved until details of the R100 contracts were known.
· Local MP, David Duguid, had been lobbying hard in Westminster, for better broadband in the rural areas in Banff.
(b) It was agreed that the Secretary should invited David Duguid to the July meeting. 

9.  Arts Group.
       Barbara reported that:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The AGM would be at Forglen Hall on Sunday, 25 August commencing 10:00 hours.
· The audiences at the Alvah shows had grown from an initial 45 to 80. 
· The next children’s puppet show, Hansel and Gretel, would be at Forglen Hall on 17 December. 
· The next shows at Alvah Hall would be the Jenny Sturgeon Duo on 28 November, followed by Nordic Nights on 12 December.
· The drawing group was going from strength to strength.
· She would be applying for Tesco funding.

10. Planning Applications.

(a) APP/2019/1271 – Bogenhilt, Forglen – Agricultural Building.
The planning department decided that the building was not large enough to require planning approval.

(b) APP/2019/1293 – Upper Weachyburn, Alvah – Amendment to extant approval for a house.
As no local residents had raised any issues it was agreed that the Community Council would not comment on the application

(c) APP/2019/1313 – Auldtown of Carnousie – Extension of shed.
As no local residents had raised any issues it was agreed that the Community Council would not comment on the application.




11. Any Other Business

(a) Ground adjacent to Clayfolds Cottages, Alvah.
Secretary agreed to contact the council to see if it would be willing to either sell the land or to extend the lease for a longer period. [Secretary’s Note: Council informed on 26June – awaiting reply]
(b) Crossroad at end road to Silverstripe and Bogton Row.
Secretary agreed to convey the residents concern about this junction to the Roads Department. [Secretary’s Note: Roads Department informed on 26 June. It had since inspected the junction and had proposed a number of safety improvements.]

12.   Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting would be on 30 July 2019 at Forglen Hall, commencing 19:00 hours. 


Annex A - list of actions.




Jim Bayne
Secretary
Email: secretary.alvahforglencc@gmail.com

ANNEX A

ACTIONS 

	
	OWNER
	COMPLETION

	Prepare history of Alvah and Forglen
	Liz Jones
	Ongoing

	Identify potential river projects
	Stewart Adams
	Ongoing

	Invite David Duguid to July meeting.
	Secretary
	2 July.

	Contact council regarding land in Alvah
	Secretary
	2 July.

	Contact council regarding road junction in Forglen
	Secretary
	26 June.
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