ALVAH AND FORGLEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
ALVAH HALL 28 FEBRUARY 2023
MINUTES
                                Website:www.alvahforglencc.wordpress.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlvahForglenCC/

1. Present 
Barbara  Foad (Secretary)          John Kelly
Carolyn Cox (Vice Chairman)     Peter Dow
Mike Dewhurst (Treasurer)        John Burns
Carol Rewston                            Rhoda Burns
Caroline Jones                             

2. Apologies
Cllr Stewart Adams, Cllr John Cox, Christina Roebuck, James Bayne , Helen Bayne, Jacky Player.
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting: were agreed by email.
4. Matters Arising:
a) Community Councils role in Aberdeenshire consultations Document: Caroline Jones and Carolyn Cox to attend once meeting date confirmed
b) Proposed Wild Flower Areas: Secretary has sent an email toGreenspace but has not had a reply.
c) SSEN Trasnsmissions: 
           James Bayne attended a 90 minute ZOOM meeting with SSEN regarding the      proposed from Beauly to Peterhead.He made the following points:
· Consultation should have started earlier and should be meaningful.
· The engagement event was well organised with plenty of maps and posters. Unfortunately, it did not provide an opportunity to discuss options as SSEN had already concluded which route the pylons should take.
· We were surprised that neither Aberdeenshire Council nor The Planning Department had been made aware of the project.
· Deveron Valley is designated a Special Landscape by Aberdeenshire Council. SSEN did not address this at the engagement event.
· Wind turbines over 15 metres tall are not permitted in the Deveron Valley.
· A string of 75 metre pylons spaced at 450 metres would be at odds with Aberdeenshire Policy 12 (protection of landscape) and Specific Guidance No.9 (Special Landscapes.)
· Cost of burying the cables in the Deveron Valley would be negligible compared to the Whole Life Cost of the project and the income generated for SSEN over the next 50 years or more.   
· We had a good relationship with Moray East who buried their line across the valley and provided us with regular project updates and also attended the Community Council to discuss specific issues.
· Large numbers of Whooper Swans and Greylag Geese over-winter in the Deveron Valley and transmission lines would be about the right height to decimate them as they come in to land.
· The Natural Environment and wildlife are more important today than ever and should not be traded off to save a few pounds for large companies

5. Police Report: The Police did not attend.
6. Rural Broadband Nothing to report.
7. Planning Applications: None
8. Floral Displays and Public Amenity Areas: Carol Rewston reported that only 52 of the 60 perennials expected were delivered.  Staff attempted to make up the shortfall after being told, but just sent 8 left over plant, second quality plants that were not what we ordered and are unsuitable for the tubs due to height etc. 
9. Arts Group: There will be a performance of ‘Bond – An Unauthorised Parody’ at Alvah Hall on Thursday 16 March 2023 at 7.30pm
10. Green Canopy Update/ Coronation Picnic/Weeding Day: The Secretary has:
	Mountblairy has given permission to hold Coronation Community Picnic on 7 May

	Got quotes for picnic/wine/soft drinks:  picnic as before with better boxes £6 a head

	Submitted Deuchries Community Fund Application for  Funding for  Commemorative mugs etc for Community picnic £2175
Submitted an application to the Lotery Awards for All for the Community Picnic for £3300 for all costs

	Submitted an Events Enquiry Form and Risk Assessment to Aberdeenshire Council
And  proof of our Public Liability Insurance for events of up to 500 people

	Arrange transport/costing: The scouts bus is confirmed no need for  any insurance.
John Kelly has volunteered as driver

	We still need to book music  as Silver Band cannot attend

	Costing for Bouncy castle for event ; It was agreed not to have a bouncy castle

	 Alvah Hall is booked and old chairs and tables can be borrowed. Marquees from Arts Group


The Secretary requested a co-ordinator to organise the event on the day. 
11. Deuchries Windfarm Community Fund Applications. The meeting was reminded to submit applications by noon 28 March 2023 to the ADCA Secretary, c/o Brian King , 27 Causewayend Crescent, Aberchirder AB54 7TF
12. Community Ownership Fund: Alvah Church; any other buildings?  It was agreed that this should be carried on to 23/24 as applications should be in by 13 March 23. Going forward the buildings identified are Alvah Church. It was agreed that this has little potential as a Community Space due to little parking and water and drainage issues.
     The Steading at Carnousie , Forglen is Grade one listed. This has more   potential as a Social Enterprise/Community Space but is a large project. We are also that there are other planning impacts associated with its development.
We decided this warrants further discussion in the future.
13. Community Action Plan Nothing to Report
14. Updates from Aberdeenshire Councillors ; None
15. Any Questions from Members of the public: None
16. Any other Business: The recent closure of Deveron Bridge and Road advertised and signposted as closed completely for 5 days was only closed for one day for 5 hours. The Community were greatly inconvenienced because they erroneously believed the road closed and took unnecessary long detours to cross the River Deveron. Secretary asked to contact Roads Dept. to ask that accurate information be given in future.
17. Date of Next Meeting – 28 March 2023 at Forglen Hall
  B Foad
Secretary
bjfoad1@gmail.com

