ALVAH AND FORGLEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY 29 OCTOBER 2024 AT ALVAH HALL
MINUTES
Website:www.alvahforglencc.wordpress.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlvahForglenCC/
1. Present.
Doug Hill (Chairman), Mike Dewhurst (Treasurer), Barbara Foad (Secretary) )   Jemima Chillingworth, Caroline Jones and David Jarvis
In attendance:   Peter Dow, Andrew Webster, and Stewart Adam
2. Apologies
Apologies were received from: Carol Cox (Vice Chair), Jacky Player and Cllr Cox.
3. Co-option of Peter Dow as a community councillor.
Barbara Foad proposed, and Caroline Jones seconded the motion that Peter Dow be co-opted as a community councillor. A vote was taken which was unanimously in favour.
4. Minutes of Previous Meeting.
The minutes of the meeting of 24 September were previously approved by email.
5. Matters Arising
a) Bogton Noticeboard. Ongoing -Secretary to contact the planning department with sizes and options to determine whether planning permission would be required.
b) EE Broadband at Alvah Hall:  A test Hybrid Meeting was carried out with Jemima Chillingworth attending remotely. The community council system worked well. Jemima found that connecting via 4G gave her a better connection that through her home broadband but could hear the meeting and we could hear her perfectly using both means of connection.
c) Forglen Cemetery Car Park-
1) We are grateful that the Friends of Forglen Hall have agreed to take over the responsibility for the cemetery flower tubs.

2) Secretary to contact The Church of Scotland property department to find out in principal if it might be possible for the community council to buy the car park. Thus making it more eligible for grant funding for a complete resurface.
d) Community Benefit from Offshore Windfarms and Renewable Energy
            A volunteer is needed as the contact point for all community councils affected. We must be aware      that if this money is not spent in our communities it will go to other community projects i.e. Macduff Aquarium or similar.

It was suggested that AFCC investigate the possibility of setting up a Common Good Fund so that we can benefit over a longer term by the ability to take on larger projects

It is now policy that all electrical networks must give community benefit to areas affected by their work. This is not retrospective, so we must ensure that we ask for this at the consultation stage.
6. Concerns raised about Kirkton of Alvah Church Building.
Concern was raised at the meeting on the current state of the B listed building and the broken windows allowing bird access.
The community council feel that the building is important to the ‘sense of place’ of Alvah and Forglen and as such we have an interest in the building. Whilst we would like to see the church used as a community space, the potential issues with services such as water supply and sewerage may make this impractical for modern standards. We are aware that there is planning permission in place to convert this into a five- bedroom house. As substantial works have begun this is ‘locked in’. We also understand that the church is under offer at a price of £40,000 to an overseas buyer but the conclusion of the sale has been delayed.

The secretary is to contact the seller’s agents to register our interest should the sale fall through at which point we would revisit our options.

It was decided that the secretary will forward the emails that raised issues around the building and that graveyard to the Area Manager for Aberdeenshire Council to address
.7. Community Police
The Police no longer attend unless asked about a specific issue.
8. Rural Broadband. and Digital Voice 
Nothing to report
9. Planning Applications.
Nothing to report
10. Floral Displays and Public Amenity Areas
Peter Dow has made a start on the tubs at Bogton. The compost has been replaced and evergreens  and foliage planted at a cost of £18.00. Bulbs will be added in due course.
Carol Rewston was contacted by the Chair. Carol is happy at present to manage the Alvah tubs herself.

11. Arts Group.
Hancock’s Half Hour in Alvah Hall at 7:00 pm on Wednesday 20 November
The Snow Queen (for children) in Forglen Hall on Saturday 14 December 2024 at 2.00 pm 
12. Community Ownership Fund: Community Buildings/derelict land

None
13. Community Action Plan / Place Plan
The secretary has emailed Duncan Leece and Elaine Cunningham to ask for a date In Spring 2025. 
No reply to date.
14.Updates from Aberdeenshire Councillors. 
Cllr Stewart Adam urged us all to complete and circulate the Survey on Engagement on the future Aberdeenshire Budget for 2025-2026. 
15.  Any Questions from Members of the Public
None
16. Any other business
 The Chair asked when he could set up the secure cupboard for IT equipment for remote meetings in Forglen Hall.  Chair and Jemima Chillingworth to transport.
Stained Glass momento for the previous Chair will be ready for framing soon.
17. Date of next meeting  
Tuesday 26 NOVEMBER 2024 at FORGLEN HALL
Barbara Foad

Secretary
Alvah and Forglen Community Council
ACTIONS
	Community Benefit Caledonian Windfarm
	Ongoing.  

	Bogton Noticeboard
	Secretary to  send dimensions and options to planning department for advise on any permissions required.

	Community Action Planning
	Secretary to chase up contact with Duncan Leece and Elaine Sinclair for a date in 2025

	Forglen Cemetery Car Park
	Secretary to contact Church of Scotland

	Signatories for the community council bank account
	Ongoing 

	Alvah Church
	Secretary to feedback to sender of email and forward correspondence to Angela Keith Area Manager.
Secretary to Contact Bell Ingram, Inverness to register AFCC interest in the property.


