                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           ALVAH AND FORGLEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY 17 DECEMBER 2024 ONLINE
MINUTES
Website:www.alvahforglencc.wordpress.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlvahForglenCC/
1. Present.
Doug Hill (Chairman), Carolyn Cox (Vice Chair), Mike Dewhurst (Treasurer) and Barbara Foad (Secretary)  
In attendance: Cllr Stewart Adams and Andrew Webster
     Apologies
Apologies were received from: Caroline Jones 
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting.
The minutes of the meeting of 28 November were previously approved by email.
3. Matters Arising
a) Bogton Noticeboard. Secretary to call on the householder immediately behind the proposed site. Decision deferred to next meeting for action.
b) Forglen Cemetery Car Park-
Waiting for a response from the Church of Scotland Property department, Secretary to try a telephone call Ongoing 
c) Community Benefit from Offshore Windfarms and Renewable Energy Nothing to report.
d) Concerns raised about Kirkton of Alvah Church Building.  
The community council has been asked to make an offer for the church by the estate agents as the current offer is not proceeding although this may be renewed.
The secretary is to phone agents to advise that we would not like to sabotage any serious intention to turn this building into a home as this would be the best- case scenario.  Should this sale does fall through completely we would consider making an offer. We would plan to undertake basic work to keep the remaining structure sound i.e. services, windows and insulation. The secretary will contact the Heritage Building Fund to find out if this project will be eligible for stage 1. funding which will tell us how much money we will need and where we might apply to get it. If this is undertaken a sub -group will be set up. .

e) Sub-groups.  Creation of sub- groups was agreed unanimously. The terms of 

reference and membership previously circulated by email, was again deferred due to the low numbers in attendance
4. Police
   Nothing to report
5. Rural Broadband. and Digital Voice 
6. Planning Applications: APP/2024/1955 UMS Flowell Assets Ltd, South Bogton, Forglen AB53 4LA . Full planning permission for erection of Class 5 industrial building. 
Concern was raised at the lack of information in the documents available on the planning website. Information is needed about any noise or traffic associated with the activities this industrial building will be used for. 
Bogton residents are already concerned about the amount of traffic, including large lorries using the road and their safety when walking.

 The Planning sub-group will contact the planning officer to get more information and comment by the 13 January 2025
7. Floral Displays and Public Amenity Areas
The Secretary has heard from Aberdeenshire Council that there is no firm date to reinstate the wildflower verge at Forglen Cemetery.
Aberdeenshire Council is no longer providing bedding plants for 2025. This is due to the breakdown of irrigation equipment for watering the plants in the greenhouses. This cannot be repaired, and the council cannot afford to replace it.
8. Arts Group.
The Arts Group has two shows for January to June 2025. One for adults, which is in Doric and one for children. Dates to be confirmed. Clr Adams suggested that we  send information about shows to Avril Nicol  who will make headteachers and parents aware. Or Jan Emery who is the  Banff Office Community Co-ordinator.
9. Community Ownership Fund: Community Buildings/derelict land
See above.

10. Community Action Plan / Place Plan
Elaine Sinclair from Aberdeenshire Council has been in touch. The CAP sub group, Barbara , Doug and Mike, will have a Teams meeting with her in the new year to discuss the way forward. 
11.Updates from Aberdeenshire Councillors 
a) Cllr Adams advised that The Banffshire Partnership has been given £100,000 to reinstate its minibus service for the next two years. We should ask for this to include a service to Alvah and Forglen.
b) There is a concern about the reliability of the vehicles for the new waste collection service. Breakdowns have caused some issues with waste not being collected.

c)  Aberdeenshire council is under budget pressures with an expected 20 million pound overspend this year. This is caused by the Health and Social care costs which are 50% of the budget.

d) some library buildings are under review but no decisions have yet been taken. The service is moving towards shared buildings and a more digital service.

e) The Area Initiative Fund is again available.

f) Windfarm Community Benefit is being negotiated by Aberdeenshire Council.
12.Questions from Members of the Public
None
13. Any other business
14. Date of next meeting  
Tuesday 28 January 2025
Barbara Foad

Secretary
Alvah and Forglen Community Council
ACTIONS
	Community Benefit Caledonian Windfarm
	Ongoing.  

	Bogton Noticeboard
	Secretary to speak to Householder

	Alvah Church
	 Secretary to phone Bell Ingram to clarify our position.

Secretary to contact Heritage Building fund re Stage 1 application .

	Planning Application UMS Flowell
	Chair to contact Planning and advise of any issues and comment

	Community Action Planning
	Sub -group meeting MS Teams Thursday 9 January 2025 2-3 pm

	Forglen Cemetery Car Park
	Secretary to contact Church of Scotland. 

	Signatories for the community council bank account
	Ongoing 

	Wildflowers verge at Forglen Cemetery
	Ongoing


