ALVAH AND FORGLEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY 28 OCTOBER 2025 AT FORGLEN HALL
MINUTES
Website:www.afcc.uk
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlvahForglenCC/
Contact: secretary.alvahforglencc@gmail.com 
1. Present
Doug Hill (Chairman), Barbara Foad (Secretary), Caroline Jones and Peter Dow
In attendance: Cllr Stewart Adam and   Andew Webster 
 Apologies
Apologies received from: Mike Dewhurst, Jacky Player and Carol Cox
2    Minutes of Previous Meeting.
The minutes of the meeting held on 30 September 2025 were previously circulated by email and approved at the meeting. Proposed by Caroline Jones and seconded by Peter Dow and unanimously agreed.
3.  Matters Arising
a) Bogton Noticeboard: Ongoing. 
b) Forglen Cemetery Car Park:   The secretary emailed Ken Regan  who said he would chase up roads -Ongoing.
c) Kirton of Alvah Church: Ongoing.
d) Sub-groups: Community Benefit: Ongoing. Chair to be part of a subgroup with council officers to discuss the way forward. The meeting is online via MS Teams on Friday1 October. The Chairman will report back.
e) Convention of Community Councils representing the North-East of Scotland to discuss concerns over renewable energy projects and major energy infrastructure in Aberdeenshire, Angus and Aberdeen City. The Convention met on 10 October and drew up a ‘terms of reference’ document for the group. NESCCC is to act as a focal point for community councils in the north-east of Scotland to support members dealing with statutory or community requests for comments or advice on a variety of energy infrastructure projects or other matters which may arise.
Aims of the group-to create a consensus statement to highlight the serious concern arising from the development of energy projects and to lobby the Scottish and UK governments to acknowledge and address this aim.  To share resources and guidance among other cc in the group as required to deal with large-scale energy projects.
Working methods and meetings-subgroups may be convened and report back to the main committee meetings will be held primarily by teleconference call with option to face-to-face meeting meetings. Quorate if 5 or more members are in attendance.

Sharing of information and resources-information shared within the group is confidential until point it is released by consensus as noted above.
Dissolution of group-either when it is agreed aims of NESCC or when interest in the group declines, with membership standing at below five active cc.

f) Community Benefit Funding: Solar Farm.Jim Jenkinson of Greentech advises that their process in relation to community benefit is to draw up a deed and forward it to us to review and countersign if we deem it acceptable.  Jim will draw up a deed for Brownside Solar Farm in Q1 of 2026. Payments will commence when the solar farm starts exporting electricity.  We have been advised by Greentech in the past to expect £500 per MW. Cllr Stewart Adam checked with Paul Macari Head of Planning and Economy who advises that national guidance/policy is that we should expect £5000 per megawatt for onshore renewables including solar farms. The secretary to email Paul Macari for a link to the source for this figure i.e. policy or legislation to back up our case.
4. Finance: Current AFCC Bank Balance: Remains the same as at 30 September 2025.
5. Rural Broadband and Digital Voice: No update on the roll-out.  We are aware that a small area of Alvah, on the Aberchirder side, now has superfast fibre broadband to the house
6. Planning Applications.
APP/2025/1515   Site Address: Turfhill House, Forglen, Turriff, AB53 4LR Listed Building Consent for Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse, E.366800 N.851753

The Community Council will not comment on this application.
7  Floral Displays and Public Amenity Areas
The bulbs that have been ordered for planting at the Forglen Cemetery have arrived. The secretary has advise Greenspace at Aberdeenshire Council that we now have them. The bulbs will be planted on the verge at Forglen Cemetery by the end of November 2025
8. Arts Group.
Caroline has submitted 6 suggestions to Neat for shows in 2026. We hope to be awarded three of these.
9.Campaign for better Funding share for Aberdeenshire Council and NHS Grampian 
AFCC is looking for information from residents of this specific area of how they have been impacted by the lack of local accident and emergency services i.e.minor injury units during 9-5pm  After that no Xray except Aberdeen or Elgin It was agreed that a poster/flier is left in halls ,Tesco and other community spaces asking for information to be emailed to the secretary. .
10 .Community Ownership Fund: Community Buildings/derelict land  
no update

11. Updates from Aberdeenshire Councillors:  Cllr Stewart Adam advised that Aberdeenshire Council’s budget position improved slightly after you to-savings have been made by reorganising but not cutting services i.e. no one will be without a service it just may be done differently.

Banff Academy-improvements at Banff Academy: sixth in Scotland for higher music; commendations for foundation apprenticeships; first in Scotland for bakery; discipline improved; expulsions down; staff absences down; full complement of spin might one teachers; no phones in classrooms policy; results at S4, S5 and S6 all up
12. Any Questions from Members of the public: the secretary of the Friends of Forglen Hall asked that AFC’s write formally to the hall committee about ownership of the tubs.  The secretary will send a letter outlining the terms of reference of ownership of the tubs to both Hall secretaries.  (See minutes of 30 September 2025 for the policy on AFCC flower tubs)
13. Any other Business   Caroline Jones to lay the Aberdeenshire Council wreath on the war memorial on 9 November 2025
14.  Date of next meeting  
Tuesday 25 November 2025 at Alvah Hall 
Barbara Foad

Secretary
Alvah and Forglen Community Council
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